Recent development of molecular-targeted drugs in lung cancer.
Numerous molecular target drugs have been introduced for the treatment of advanced malignancies. In the treatment of lung cancer, epidermoid growth factor receptor-tyrosine kinase inhibitors (EGFR-TKI) demonstrate striking antitumor activity in selected EGFR mutation positive patients. Patient selection by biomarker is extremely important to obtain successful results. The anti-vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) antibody, bevacizumab, shows a markedly increased response rate, progression free survival of advanced non-squamous cell lung cancer when combined with cytotoxic drugs. The classification of lung cancer is rapidly changing based on the advances in molecular biology. Here, the recent development of new molecular target drugs against lung cancer is thoroughly reviewed in addition to EGFR-TKIs and bevacizumab with special emphasis on the clinical application.